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This month's speaker will be Monsignor Richard Siefer, EV  

Monsignor Richard Siefer, during his extensive tenure as a priest in
the Diocese of Erie—particularly as pastor of St. Joseph Church in Oil
City (1970s–1980s) and for over 30 years at St. Catherine of Siena
Parish in DuBois (from 1991 until his retirement in 2024)—focused on
initiatives that emphasized community building, spiritual formation,
and adaptive pastoral planning amid declining demographics and
resources.

Lunch will be at 12:00 pm at the Erie Club.
Please join us on December 1st.

We will be using an electronic invitation, “Evites.” You will receive
an email from Evites so that you can RSVP to all Serra Club events. 

PLEASE RSVP yes or no so that we can get an accurate count of
those who will be attending. 

You may need to check your spam email folder to
       ensure you receive your invitations.

Please come and join us for another 
wonderful meeting - you don't want to miss it.
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WAVEWAVE
Written to Affirm Vocations in Erie

"Always Forward,
Never Back."

On Friday, September 19th, Bishop Lawrence Persico joined the St. Mark Seminary
community for Mass and dinner. 



Dear beloved friends of the Serra Club of Erie,

I’m truly sorry for the full year of silence—I have missed our connection in Christ so
very much. Trying to faithfully serve as President, Secretary, and newsletter editor
all at once, while honoring the many responsibilities the Lord has placed in my life,
simply stretched me further than I expected.

Please know it was never about forgetting our beautiful Club family; you remain one
of the greatest blessings and joys in my faith journey. I’ve felt a pang of sorrow
every time I thought about writing to you and couldn’t quite manage it.
I’m back now, by God’s grace, and my promise is a newsletter every quarter—even
if it’s short and simple some months. I’d rather send you a quick note filled with His
love than leave you wondering.

Thank you from the depths of my heart for your patience, your prayers, and for still
being here. You mean the world to me.

Your Brother in Christ, 
Charlie Rutkowski

NOTE FROM THE PRESIDENT 

New MembersNew Members

Rick Rutkowski

Joe Tarquinio

Dominick Sisinni

Jason Zaczyk
William Lenart & Barbara Turner



Upcoming EventsUpcoming Events

Pray for Priest Calendar
This is the link to the Pray for Priest Calendar on the Diocese website:

https://www.eriercd.org/images/pdf/pfp.pdf

INVITE SOMEONE YOU KNOW TO OUR NEXT SERRA GENERAL MEETING
WHO MAY HAVE THE SAME PASSION AS YOU FOR VOCATIONS.

VOCATIONS NEED OUR HELP TO PROMOTE AND PRAY
FOR MORE VOCATIONS.  PRAY ON IT!!

EVENTS CALENDAR

Serra Club of Erie Events Calendar

Matt Hersch has created a wonderful Events Calander that you
can view and print out - click on the link below.

https://www.eriercd.org/images/pdf/pfp.pdf
https://www.serraerie.org/_files/ugd/fc9a35_1f5ddc1816234fbf92c29e5c66859d00.pdf
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SERRA CLUB OF ERIE WEBSITE
Have you seen our website lately? Our new Vice President of Communications, Matt Hersch, has
taken the reins and given the site a thorough refresh — keeping the clean, familiar look you
already know and love while updating it with fresh content and improved navigation!
Head over to www.serracluboferie.org today and see everything Matt has polished up for us:

Inspiring stories of recent seminarians and religious we’ve supported
The freshly updated Serra Erie Blog – now packed with the latest event recaps, photos, and
vocation stories
Upcoming events, speaker schedules, and ways to get involved
Beautiful photo galleries from our luncheons, Masses, and 31 Club adoration nights
Resources for promoting vocations in your parish

A big thank-you to Matt for his time and care in bringing our online home up to date while
preserving the style that feels like “us”!

Whether you’re a longtime member or just curious about Serra’s mission to foster and affirm
vocations to the priesthood and consecrated life, there’s something for everyone.

Take a moment today — click over to www.serracluboferie.org and explore all the great things
happening in the Serra Club of Erie. We can’t wait to see you online (and at our next meeting!).



Seminarian Life Seminarian Life 

An unforgettable evening with Fr. Michael Ferrick,
rector of St. Peter Cathedral, highlighted his

commitment to nurturing future faith leaders. His
insights on spirituality inspired all, shaping a

compassionate and enriched community.

On Thursday, November 6th, Fr. Jabo and Fr. Renne traveled
to St. Vincent Seminary in Latrobe, PA to visit seminarian,

Joe Preston. Joe is currently in his 1st year of the
configuration stage of formation at St. Vincent. Please pray

for Joe and for all the seminarians.

On Wednesday, November 5th we welcomed Serra Club members Deacon
Tom McAraw and his wife, Pam, for Evening Prayer and dinner. We are

grateful for their ongoing support of seminary formation as in the Diocese of
Erie.

On Sunday, November 2nd, members of the Knights of Columbus,
Serra Club of Erie, and the Catholic Daughters of America, joined

the seminary community for a communion breakfast. We are
grateful for their continued support of vocations.

Mrs. Annie Rutkowski and Mrs. Dawn Schaaf for joining us for dinner and
giving the seminarians instruction on table manners and basic etiquette.

On Tuesday, October 28th we welcomed Fr. Larry Richards for Mass and
dinner. We are grateful for Fr. Larry’s commitment to priesthood and for all

the ways he supports St. Mark Seminary.

We were honored to welcome Fr. John Beal for Mass and dinner.
Fr. Beal is preparing to retire from a distinguished career as a
professor of Canon Law at the Catholic University of America

and we look forward to having him back in the Diocese of Erie.

It’s a St. Mark Seminary tradition! On Friday, October 31st
we had our annual pumpkin carving party. Check out the

finished products on the balcony of St. Mark Catholic
Center. Happy Solemnity of All Saints!courtesy of Erie Vocations & St. Mark Seminary Instagram Page



Seminarian Life Seminarian Life 

This past weekend the men of St Mark Seminary joined the
Benedictine brothers at Mount Saviour Monastery in Pine City,

NY for a few days of silent prayer and reflection.

On Sunday, October 5, seminarians joined religious education
students at Blessed Sacrament in Erie to talk about seminary life

and discerning their vocations.

Each year, Serra members join the seminary community throughout the
semester for Evening Prayer and dinner. On Wednesday, October 1, Serra

members Tom Guelcher and Matt Hersch joined us. We are grateful for
their prayers and continued support.

On September 30th, St. Mark Seminary welcomed back newly
ordained Fr. Michael Scanga for Mass and dinner. Fr. Scanga

currently serves as parochial vicar at Holy Spirit Parish in Dubois.

On Tuesday, September 23, we welcomed newly ordained priest, Fr.
Brandon Feikles, for Mass and dinner. Fr. Brandon currently serves
as parochial vicar at St. George Parish and sacramental assistant at

Penn State Behrend.Some of the seminarians from St. Mark Seminary joined Erie’s
People for Life to stand for Life in Harrisburg on Monday,

September 22. This was the fifth annual Pennsylvania March for
Life held on the steps of the state capitol building.

On Saturday, September 20, seminarians from St. Mark Seminary
joined members of their Gannon family to participate in Gannon
University’s annual GIVE day. Our service site was cleaning up

Erie’s Little Italy with the SSJ Neighborhood Network.

courtesy of Erie Vocations & St. Mark Seminary Instagram Page



Save the DateSave the Date
SEMINARIAN 

PRAYER AND PARTY
Please join  Fr. Scott, Fr. David, and the Seminarians at 

St. Mark Seminary for an evening of prayer and fellowship.

Wednesday, January 14th at 6 PM 
Prayer in St. Mark Chapel 

with the reception following the event.

Cost - TBD
 Significant Other is welcome to the event.

This is a beautiful event where you can spend time with the
Seminarians.

Evite Invitation to follow

Please consider donating to the Club to cover the event's extra
expenses. 

courtesy of erievocations.org



The #iGiveCatholic fundraising campaign is a wonderful opportunity for
individuals to support meaningful causes within the Catholic community.
Although the main event is scheduled for December 2, 2025, Advanced

Giving has already begun, allowing donations from November 17th through
December 2nd. This initiative offers a great way to contribute to vocations-
related efforts, which play a crucial role in nurturing future leaders of the

faith. If you wish to support these initiatives, consider donating to either of
the following campaigns: 

For Vocations at  https://mtyc.co/bwlb5g  
For St. Mark Seminary at https://mtyc.co/rnwy0f

Every contribution, no matter the size, is valued and appreciated, helping to
ensure the continuation of these important programs.

https://mtyc.co/bwlb5g
https://mtyc.co/bwlb5g
https://mtyc.co/rnwy0f






Serra Club of Erie celebrates faith and service at annual Installation
Mass and dinner
By Melanie Sisinni
courtesy of Diocese of Erie Website

06/03/2025

The Serra Club of Erie honored four
extraordinary individuals at its annual
 Installation Mass and dinner on 
Tuesday, May 27.   The night was filled with 
prayer, gratitude and heartfelt recognition 
of service to the Catholic Church.

The celebration began with Mass at Gannon University’s Mary Seat of Wisdom Chapel, followed by a buffet dinner
and awards ceremony in Gannon’s Yehl Ballroom.

The official program began with the installation of new members and leadership. The current president, Charlie
Rutkowski, took over as emcee for the night after dinner concluded. Rutkowski introduced the individuals who
were honored that night for their service.

“This evening, the Serra Club is honored to publicly acknowledge four individuals for their steadfast commitment
and significant contributions to serving our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ,” said Rutkowski in his opening remarks.
“These individuals exemplify Christ’s infinite love, selflessness and compassion.”

Denny Deiner was named Layperson of the Year for his devotion to faith and community. A lifelong resident of Erie
and an active member of St. John the Baptist Parish, Deiner has been a driving force in local Catholic ministries
and a passionate promoter of the Serra Club.

“The Serra Club is a passion. Praying is a tireless but necessary duty of heart. It takes perseverance to keep your
enthusiasm up, and I just love this,” Deiner shared in his acceptance speech. “Winning this award challenges me to
be a better Catholic, a better husband and a better person.”

Deacon Ralph DeCecco received the Deacon of the Year award for his decades-long ministry to the incarcerated
and his commitment to family and faith.  “Any good Catholic prays for an increase in vocations,” said Deacon
DeCecco. “But we should also pray for more holy marriages and chaste single lives. Most vocations come from
holy families.”

Sister Stephanie Schmidt, OSB, was recognized as Sister of the Year in honor of her lifelong service to education,
the marginalized and monastic life. A member of the Benedictine Sisters of Erie, Sister Stephanie has spent
decades ministering to women in crisis and forming future religious.  “We need more people who are peacemakers,
who are willing to get involved in what’s happening in our world today,” Sister Schmidt said in her remarks. “We’re
all peacemakers in the spirit of Christ.”



Father Michael Kesicki, beloved chaplain and educator, was honored as Priest of the Year. With over 28 years of
service to Gannon University and two decades in seminary formation, Father Kesicki’s impact on vocations has
been profound. “My thank you is not originally my own. It comes from words I read years ago. ‘The Divine
Master assures us that anyone who gives up everything for His sake will receive a hundredfold,’” said Father
Kesicki, “You are that hundredfold granted to me—friends, family and fellow laborers in the vineyard of the
Lord.”
In his closing remarks and benediction, Bishop Lawrence Persico expressed gratitude to the Serra Club and
underscored the essential role of families in fostering vocations. “Thank you to the Serrans for all that you do
and continue to do to promote vocations,” said Bishop Persico. “May our diocese continue to flourish in the
spread of the gospel and the pastoral care of your holy people.”
As the evening concluded, members and guests left uplifted and united in their shared mission—continuing to
pray and work for the future of the Catholic Church.


